Prevention & vigilance : 2 key safety measures
The swimming pool is the safest place to learn to swim
Learning to swim in a swimming pool is much safer than other locations, such as at
the beach, because the conditions are much more favourable (for instance, there are no
waves, no current and often the water is much warmer)!
The learning process must be supervised by an adult who must be vigilant at all times.
Regardless of any protection systems that may be in place (it is a legal requirement in some
countries) a responsible adult is needed, especially when the pool is being used. Protective
equipment (such as arm bands) may also be helpful, allowing them to learn to swim early
and teaching them safety tips.
Diving into water can be risky, so only do so, where the pool design allows for this and
where the swimmer is competent. Check what recommendations there are in your
country for depths for diving into water. It is very easy for children to get carried away and
dive into places they should not, this may be an accident waiting to happen. Do not dive
where you cannot clearly see the bottom of the pool, as there may be obstructions that
are hit when entering the water.
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Swimming pool safety: law and common-sense
If correctly installed and used, safety features are a very useful addition to adult supervision.
Consumers can choose a system according to their needs, taking into account the age of
the intended users, the pool type and whether it is a main residence or a holiday home, etc.
Whether or not there is a law in your country, there are typically 4 safety features available
in the market :
•
Safety fences, pool covers and lining (sometimes also referred to as
enclosures, or shelters) physically prevent access to the pool and are particularly suited to
young children if they are closed or put back in position after swimming. physically prevent
access to the pool and are particularly suited to young children if they are closed or put back
in position after swimming.
•
Pool alarms can alert you to a child falling into the pool (immersion alarm) or
getting within a certain distance of the edge (perimeter alarm), but do not prevent drowning.
EUSA stresses that accidents can occur in the absence of protection systems; but where
installed, they must be properly used and be maintened in good working order.
Protection systems are only a complement to adult supervision. Installing such systems
does not take away from consumers their responsibilities to supervise children or use other
protection systems, such as securing ladders for aboveground pools (whether filled, foldable
or moulded).
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Advice on swimming safely
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Have rescue equipment and a telephone close by
If there are any problems, you will need to react quickly and effectively.
This requires having a pole and a lifebuoy near the pool and also having
a telephone to dial 112 in an emergency. You should also learn lifesaving skills, as some emergency first aid training will help you keep a person alive until more
professional help arrives.

Do not leave toys in the pool after it has been
vacated
Remember to remove all floating objects, toys, buoys and inflatable
objects from the pool to reduce the temptation for children to go back
to the pool. Remember to put the safety equipment back.

Keep water treatment products out of the reach
of children
Chemicals are required to maintain high levels of water hygiene.
Complying with these guidelines will maximise the safety of your pool.
Store your products separately in their original containers, upright and always with the caps
securely fastened. Store them in a dry, well-ventilated place out of the reach of children to
prevent any accidents.

swimming : 5 habits to adopt with children
Only swim when there is an adult present
When they are playing in or near the water, children must always be
closely supervised by a designated adult who is responsible for their
safety.

Provide children with adjustable armbands
If children cannot swim, provide them with armbands (bearing the CE
mark) appropriate for their height, weight age, and teach them to swim
as soon as possible.

additional SAFETY advice
Protection in and out of the water
In the summer months, spending a full day by the pool is wonderful, but be aware of the
affects of the sun. Use waterproof sun lotion and ensure that young children are covered
up. Watch out for signs of sun stroke and make sure everyone drinks plenty of water and
spends time in the shade. Check the basic security of your garden and, if necessary, improve
it so that a small child cannot wander or crawl in to the pool area from neighbouring houses
Do not allow horseplay around the pool, especially when it is busy. Users should be reminded
that they need to set a good example for younger children, so acrobatic tricks should not be
attempted, as this may encourage younger children to try and mimic them.

Find out more on our website

www.eusaswim.eu
fichesecuriteeusa-4.indd 2

03/03/2016 11:04:34

